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Guidance Sheet No.15: USING DRAWING CONVENTIONS 
 

What are drawing conventions? 

Drawing conventions are the symbols used to depict natural and man-made features in a simple but 

understandable format. For the CSI: Rombalds Moor project you will need to use slightly different drawing 

conventions in your Location Sketch (B4) and in your Panel Plan (B8). These are outlined separately below. 

 

1. Drawing conventions and the Location Sketch 

The conventions below should be used in all location sketches. Please keep any labels to a minimum. 

 
Showing the location of rock art panels 

On your Location Sketch, you will need to show the position of the panel you are recording. This should be 

depicted as an X with a small circle around it, with the panel number written clearly next to it. If there are other 

carved panels in the area covered by your sketch, you should show each of these as a small X, with its panel name 

and number written clearly next to it. If you use the same Location Sketch for each panel in a closely clustered 

group, make sure you circle the X for the relevant panel to which the rest of the recording form refers. 
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2. Drawing conventions and the Panel Plan  

The carved panels will be recorded at a much larger scale than you use in the Location Sketch – generally between 
1:5 and 1:25. There are no standard conventions for depicting different types of carvings, or topographic features 
on rock surfaces. As we will be basing our recording on the panel drawings made by the Ilkley Archaeology Group, 
we will be following their drawing conventions – shown below 
 
Please use labels to clearly indicate any additions you make to the IAG drawings, and to differentiate 
between natural fissure and carved grooves where this is not disputed. 
 
 
IAG Drawing Conventions 
 

 
 
Showing other features 
You should indicate any other features of interest by circling the relevant area on your drawing and using letters to 
annotate it. Features marked in this way may include parts of the rock surface badly affected by moss or lichen, 
areas of pooling water, badly eroded areas, scratched or chipped areas, modern graffiti, natural hollows or 
channels. Information relating to each of the annotations can be added in the ‘KEY’ box below the panel sketch..  

 

 


